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Veneta Planning Commission

Staff Report

Variance Request

Noise Variance for Movies in the Park

File #V-1-23

Application Received: May 2, 2023

Application complete: May 11, 2023

Notice Mailed: May 11, 2023

Notice Published: May 12, 2023

Staff Report Date: May 30, 2023

Hearing Date: June 6, 2023

BASIC DATA

Applicant: Nicole McLaws, on behalf of Fern Ridge Library

88026 Territorial Highway

Veneta, Oregon 97487

Property Owner: City of Veneta

PO Box 458

Veneta, Oregon 97487

Assessor�s Map Number: 17-05-31-23

Tax Lot Number: 01800

Plan Designation: Parks

Zoning: Public Facilities and Parks

Associated Files: N/A

REQUEST

The request before the Veneta Planning Commission is for approval of a Variance to the Noise standards 

found in Veneta Municipal Code, Chapter 9.20. Specifically, the request seeks approval for events 

associated with the Fern Ridge Library�s �Movies in the Park� 2023 Summer Reading Program, which 

may include movie audio produced from Sound Reproduction Devices from 6:00 p.m. to 11:00 p.m. five 

Fridays from June to July.
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BACKGROUND, PROPERTY CHARACTERISTICS AND CONTEXT

Phase 2 improvements to City Park were largely completed in 2020. These improvements were part of the 

master plan for City Park, which was adopted in 2017. Among the improvements was the addition of a 

small performance stage at the northeast edge of the park, as shown on the Conceptual Master Plan image 

below (in orange, near the center of the image). It should be noted that the stage is not located exactly as 

shown on the plans, due largely to the existence of underground utilities under the location originally 

proposed. On June 16, 2021, the Planning 

Commission approved a Noise Variance request to 

allow music and other performing arts that may result 

in sound levels audible more than 50 feet beyond the 

music source and/or beyond the boundary of City 

Park. This approval was limited to events and 

performances that may or may not include amplified 

music at City Park between 9:00 a.m. and 9:00 p.m. 

Sundays-Thursday and between 9:00 a.m. and 10 

p.m. on Fridays, Saturdays, and federal holidays.

City Park is outlined in red in the map at right. The 

site is also home to the City of Veneta Public Works 

office and yard.
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NOTICE

All notification was in accordance with VMC §9.20.070(5). Notice was mailed to property owners and 

renters (occupants) for properties located more than the minimum 200 feet of the perimeter of the subject 

site on May 11. Notice was posted at the subject site on May 12 and on the City website on May 24. 

REFERRAL COMMENTS

There is no development associated with this request, so no referrals were sent to the City Engineer or 

other agencies.

PUBLIC COMMENT

None received as of the date this report was prepared.

STAFF RESPONSE TO PUBLIC COMMENT:

N/A

CRITERIA FOR APPROVAL

Chapter 9.20 of the Veneta Municipal Code contains all the Noise standards, as well as the procedures 

and criteria for a variance to the standards. The proposal is not a land use action and is not subject to the 

procedural standards for a Variance to land use regulations (including public notice) contained in the 

Veneta Land Development Ordinance, including the �120-day rule.�

STAFF RECOMMENDATION

Staff recommends approval of the Variance request. Findings and proposed conditions of approval 

addressing the criteria are part of the proposed Final Order attached as Exhibit C.

POSSIBLE ACTIONS BY THE PLANNING COMMISSION

The Commission may:

a. Approve the variance and conditions of approval based on the findings in the Proposed Final Order.

b. Modify the proposed findings and/or add conditions of approval.

c. Deny the Variance based on the Commission�s findings.

d. Continue the public hearing to a date certain if more information is needed.

CITY ADMINISTRATOR�S RECOMMENDATION

Accept a motion to adopt the proposed amendments as written.

SUGGESTED MOTION

I make a motion to adopt the findings in the draft Final Order as our own, showing the criteria for approval 

of a Variance to the Noise regulations in the Veneta Municipal Code met, and approve Variance request 

V-1-23 with conditions.

EXHIBITS

A.  Proposed Final Order 

B.  Applicant�s Narrative 

C.  Site Plan 



















Noise Variance Request for the Fern Ridge Library’s Summer Reading Program
Movies in the Park Events

Nicole McLaws as an employee of the Fern Ridge Library is requesting a long term 
variance for the following dates:

June 23rd   June 30th   July 14th   July 21st   July 28th 
This long term variance is being requested for the purpose of a free community event 
hosted by the Fern Ridge Library as part of the 2023 Summer Reading Program.

9.20.070 Variances

Review Considerations
a) The potential nature and duration of the sound of our event is the showing of 

movies in the park on the above listed dates from 7:30 PM until 11:00 PM. To 
project the sounds of the movie we will be using two speakers.

b) In relation to the protection of the health, safety, and welfare of citizens and the 
potential effect of the sound systems, the movies in the park program is 
anticipated to have minimal effects on surrounding neighborhoods/housing. The 
intention for the speakers is to project the sound within the park space 
surrounding the stage and will be adjusted as best possible to keep the sound 
distribution minimal.

c) The feasibility of and cost of noise abatement is that there is no feasibility to 
abate the noise. The speakers that will be used to project the sound of the movie 
are required to allow those attending the free community movie program to be 
able to hear the audio of the movies being shown.

d) The loss or inconvenience of this noise variance being denied would completely 
cancel the free community program of Movies in the Park. The projector to show 
the movies will only work at night and without a noise variance being granted, 
this program will not occur. The loss would primarily effect community members 
who would otherwise benefit from a free family friendly program in their local 
park.

e) There is no past, present, or future patterns of land use that would be effected by 
this noise variance as the program being planned does not change the land 
being used.

f) No previous variances have been afforded to the Fern Ridge Library for the 
purposes of a Summer Reading Program and therefor history or record of 
compliance exists

g) This noise variance request is not related to heating or cooling devices. 



Lane County GIS, Bureau of Land Management, State of Oregon, State of Oregon DOT, State of Oregon GEO, Esri Canada, Esri, HERE, Garmin,
INCREMENT P, USGS, EPA, USDA

The information on this map was derived from digital databases on the Lane
County regional geographic information system. Care was taken in the creation
of this map, but is provided “as is”. Lane County cannot accept any responsibility
for errors, omissions or positional accuracy in the digital data or the underlying
records. Current plan designation, zoning, etc., for specific parcels should be
confirmed with the appropriate agency. There are no warranties, expressed
or implied, accompanying this product. However, notification of any errors will be appreciated.
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