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City Recorder Henneman Retires 

City Distributes Free PPE to Local Businesses 

 In its ongoing mission 
to support local business-
es, the City of Veneta re-
cently partnered with the 
state’s economic develop-
ment agency, Business 
Oregon, to distribute three 
pallets of personal protec-
tive equipment (PPE) free 
of charge to local busi-
nesses who desperately 
needed it. The initiative 

reached 29 local busi-
nesses including restau-
rants, salons, auto shops, 
construction companies, 
and more. At a time when 
bottom lines have been 
battered by lockdowns 
and businesses are con-
stantly adapting to chang-
ing regulations, business 
owners were thrilled to 
have the help.   

  “I almost broke down 
in tears,” said Sierra 
Ayres of Salon on 5th. “We 
were having so much 
trouble even finding the 
gloves, masks, and sani-
tizers that we are legally 
required to use. And when 
we could, the prices were 
through the roof because 
everyone else is doing the 
same thing.”  

 Gloves and masks are 
particularly hard to find, 
and when they are availa-
ble, they are frequently 
two or three times the pre-
pandemic price, according 
to Veneta-Fern Ridge 
Chamber of Commerce 
President Jason Alansky. 
“Having access to free 
PPE  has been critical for 

(See “Businesses” on page 2) 

Maureen Wright Sworn in as City Councilor 

 Local entrepreneur 
Maureen Wright is chas-
ing the sweet life. After 
deciding to pursue her 
dream of becoming a 
chocolatier, she joined a 
free mentorship program 
offered through the City of 
Veneta’s Oregon RAIN 
Accelerator Program. 
With their help and en-
couragement, she 
launched Temper & Mo 
Chocolates in 2018 and 
began marketing her 
award-winning seasonal 

and custom chocolate 
treats. Wright was so in-
spired by the experience 
that she wanted to give 
back to the City and com-
munity that supported and 
encouraged her. So last 
November, she threw her 
hat in the ring, and on 
January 11, was sworn in 
as a Veneta City Counci-
lor. 
  “I had never run for 
public office,” Wright said. 
“But, when I learned how 
the City supports its entre-

preneurs and cares about 
the people who live here, I 
decided I wanted to play a 
bigger role. So I jumped 
in!” 
  A mother of three, 
business woman, and 
University of Oregon 
graduate, Wright has lived 
in Veneta since 2010. As 
City Councilor, she will 
use her unique entrepre-
neurial skills to ensure 
that Veneta continues to 
create business opportu-
nities within the communi-

ty. 
  “Maureen comes 
onboard at a perfect 
time,” said City Adminis-
trator Matt Michel. The 
City has a Five-Year Eco-
nomic Development Plan 
focused on building an 
ecosystem of entrepre-
neurs in Veneta, he ex-
plained. In the coming 
months, the Council will 
consider adopting a follow
-on Plan to guide the City 
for the next five years. 

(See “City Councilor” on page 2) 

CIVIC CALENDAR 
FEBRUARY 2021 

All meetings held at City Hall unless otherwise noted 

2 Planning Commission Meeting 6:30 p.m. 

3 Park Board Meeting 4:30 p.m. 

8 
City Council Work Session 
City Council Meeting followed by 
Urban Renewal Agency             

5:30 p.m.                                     
6:30 p.m. 

10 
Economic Development Committee  
Virtual 

2:00 p.m. 

14 Happy Valentine's Day   

15 Presidents' Day  Closed 

18 Municipal Court                        By Appointment Only  

22 City Council Meeting 6:30 p.m. 

 After nearly 15 years 
of facilitating City Council 
and other board meetings 
and briefing City person-
nel on legal requirements, 
City Recorder Darci Hen-
neman has retired. 
 “Darci was 
also instru-
mental in 
helping City 
Administrator 
Matt Michel and I when 
we joined the staff at the 
City of Veneta,” said Fi-
nance and Administrative 
Services Director Caitlin 

Hippler. “She will be 
greatly missed.” 
 As an active member 
 of the Oregon Associa-
tion of Municipal Record-
ers, Henneman frequently 
mentors those new to the 

profession. In 
her retirement, 
she will contin-
ue her work 
with that organi-

zation and volunteer her 
time to other public ser-
vice projects as well. A 
search for her replace-
ment is ongoing. 
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both safety and financial 
stability, especially at area 
restaurants,” he said. 
“The local business com-
munity really appreciates 
the State and City getting 
us the protective equip-
ment we need.” 

  With the City’s Public 
Works crew providing lo-
gistical support, City staff 
distributed enough sanitiz-
ing wipes, masks, no-
touch thermometers, sani-
tizer, and gloves to get 
businesses through the 

next couple of months. It 
still has 40,000 masks on 
hand, which it hopes to 
distribute over the coming 
months. And, should Busi-
ness Oregon offer another 
round of supplies, Ve-
neta’s Management Ana-

lyst Jana Weaver says, 
“we’ll do it again, because 
it means we’re helping our 
community stay safe and 
our businesses survive.” 

Businesses 

“The fact that she has 
participated in the  
Oregon RAIN program 
means she’ll bring practi-
cal experience to that dis-

cussion.” 
 Wright also brings a 
passion for event planning 
and looks forward to help-
ing the Council establish 

its two-year goals. She 
has already been appoint-
ed as a liaison to the City 
Park Board. 
  “I am so excited to 

serve,” Wright added. “I 
feel so lucky to be able to 
do the things that I love in 
the place that I call 
home.” 

City Councilor 

 When opportunity 
knocks, Veneta answers. 
And it pulls together. 
Nothing better illustrates 
that than the quick and 
efficient rollout of the 
“pallet shelter” initiative at 
the Veneta Warm Shelter 
on East Broadway. 
 Staffed by a small 
group of volunteers at 
Valley United Methodist 
Church (VUMC), the 
Warm Shelter opens 
when temperatures are 
forecast to dip below 28 
degrees, providing a 
warm bed and meals for 
the local homeless. But 
COVID-19 forced the 
Shelter to reduce its ca-
pacity from 24 guests to 
just 15. In November, 
Lane County approached 
the Shelter with a pro-

posal. 
  Using COVID relief 
funds, the County had 
purchased 120 pallet 
shelters. Essentially the 
“Ikea approach” to quickly 
deployable housing, these 
64-square foot modular 
structures include fold-
down cots and heaters, 
accommodate two, and 
can be erected in an hour. 
The county offered to 
“lease” six of the units to 
the Shelter at no cost to 
restore its capacity to 25 
guests, with one unit set 
aside to accommodate 
those showing symptoms 
of COVID-19. 
  “We could not accept 
the offer without a govern-
ment partner,” said VUMC 
Pastor Deena Wolfe. So 
she reached out to the 

City of Veneta.   
 “There was no ques-
tion that the City would 
help,” said City Adminis-
trator Matt Michel. That 
included signing a lease 
agreement with the Coun-
ty and streamlining the 
City’s temporary permit 
process. With the County 
covering all costs, the 
shelters were ready to 
occupy in a matter of 
weeks. 
 “This project would not 
have happened without 
the City’s help,” said 
Wolfe. “It was the driving 
force that made it possi-
ble.” 
  “Such partnerships are 
how we get things done 
here in Veneta,” added 
Michel. “The strength of 
our City is our small town 

compassion. And rather 
than waiting for the City 
government to step in, 
community members of-
ten take the lead in help-
ing their neighbors. That’s 
exactly how our citizen 
government is supposed 
to work — local govern-
ment in close partnership 
with its citizens.” 
  Now, when the weath-
er turns, no one will be 
turned away. What will 
become of these tempo-
rary shelters in the future 
is unknown. But one thing 
is certain: if an opportunity 
arises, the City of Veneta, 
its community organiza-
tions, and its citizens will 
partner to make the best 
of it. 

  

Veneta Partners for Pallet Shelter Project  

Free Public WiFi at City Hall 
The City now offers free public wifi to all residents.  
 There is no password needed. 
 We ask that if you use our parking lot please be 

courteous and limit your stay. 
 The traffic on the free wifi is monitored 

and any unlawful activity could result 
in a user being banned. 

We Want to Hear From You! 
The City of Veneta is in the process of  updating 
the Economic Development Strategy 2021-2025, 
and we want your feedback!   

 
Visit https://www.venetaoregon.gov/ed  
or scan the QR code to the left in  
order to share your thoughts and  
have your voice heard! Deadline 2/5 

http://www.venetaoregon.gov/
http://www.facebook.com/cityofveneta/
https://www.venetaoregon.gov/ed


State of the City 2021 
By Mayor Keith Weiss - January 25, 2021 

LOOKING BACK - A REVIEW OF 2020 

 This is not the proper 

forum to use the colorful 

words that a lot of folks are 

calling the year 2020, but 

let’s just say we are glad 

we are through with it.  

 Normally, most people 

would say that the National 

Election would have been 

the main story of the year. 

That was big. So were fires 

that blazed through our 

state that consumed 100’s 

of homes in their wake. 

And too, the nationwide 

protests sparking local con-

versations about equality 

and race. But, who would 

have thought that an un-

known virus would have 

dominated the news and 

our lives for nearly the en-

tire year? Who would have 

thought, that if you walk 

into the City Administration 

building, you would see 

staff working behind pro-

tective plastic shields and 

that some of the staff had 

to be moved to another 

building to comply with  

the social distancing ordi-

nances?  Who would have 

believed that everyone en-

tering the Admin building 

would be required to wear 

a mask? We even had to 

limit availability to the 

building and the amount of 

people who could be in the 

room for council meetings. 

It used to be the only time I 

heard “Zoom” was when 

my grandson was young 

and received a new toy car 

from Santa! 

 As weird as that sounds, 

we have made it through 

the year.  We totally under-

stand that a lot of our resi-

dents have had it worse.  

Many have had family or 

friends with the virus.  

Most have had limited abil-

ity to spend time with oth-

ers.  A lot of you have had 

to work from home, or 

worse, have lost your jobs 

or had your business 

closed.   

 Our children have been 

attending school virtually.  

We all miss attending those 

big Falcon, Duck and Bea-

ver sporting events.  The 

good news is that there are 

vaccines becoming availa-

ble which should help im-

mensely.  However, we still 

need to continue to be safe 

and as always, look out for 

each other.   

 As your Mayor, I felt  

the need to issue two 

statements for your reflec-

tion in 2020:  

 In March, I issued “Now 

is Our Moment” where I 

asked that we come to-

gether as we always have, 

to help our neighbors and 

do whatever we could to 

think of each other, as we 

embrace the challenge 

thrown to us by this terri-

ble COVID-19 Virus. 

 In September, I issued 

“Our Shared Peace” where 

once again, I called on our 

residents to do what we 

always have done in Ve-

neta, and show respect  

for each other, as we con-

duct our daily lives.  We  

are a community that un-

derstands the values we  

all share when we live  

together. 

Mayor Keith Weiss 



COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 
 In 2020 we added two new shopping options for you 

with the opening of the Grocery Outlet Market and the 

Dollar General Store.  We have had several requests for 

information about residential development and it looks 

promising for 2021. 

 The City has worked diligently throughout the year to 

develop, and just adopted, the 2020 Veneta Parks, Rec-

reation and Open Space Master Plan, which will guide 

development of the City’s park system for the next 20 

years.   

LOOKING BACK - A Review of 2020 Continued... 

 VenetaWorks is a collection of programs, events, and 

initiatives hosted by the City of Veneta in partnership 

with Oregon RAIN (Regional Accelerator and Innovation 

Network), and RDI (Rural Development Initia-

tives), aimed at promoting and supporting 

entrepreneur-based economic development.  

Among its activities, the program brought 

experts to the community for a monthly top-

ic-driven speaker series, launched an acceler-

ator program to help local businesses grow, 

and helped area entrepreneurs find the resources they 

need.  

 This year, more than 30 entrepreneurs took ad-

vantage of the VenetaWorks services to help launch or 

improve their businesses.  We created shopfern-

ridge.com – an online marketplace where items from 

several local entrepreneurs are displayed for ordering.  

They are now rolling out Shop Veneta gift cards to en-

courage people to shop locally. 

 VenetaWorks also worked with the  

Veneta-Fern Ridge Chamber of Commerce and 

the City Staff to bring sizzle to the summer 

2020 Downtown Popup Retail District. One re-

sult from all of this support of our local entre-

preneur ecosystem was local entrepreneurs 

coming together to create the holiday season debut of 

“The Emporium.”  Turning the long time eating establish-

ment on the corner of Territorial and Dunham into a Hol-

iday Bazaar where for 2 months customers could shop 

for holiday items from a variety of local vendors.   

 In 2020, our City once again approved a balanced 

budget and for the 7th year in a row received the prestig-

ious Government Finance Officers’  Association 

“Distinguished Budget Award”.  Our Financial Director, 

Shauna Hartz retired after almost 20 years of service to 

Veneta. She hopes to spend time with her family and to 

also get out and enjoy the great outdoors and all it 

offers.  She especially wants to go camping 

and visit National Parks. 

 The City has hired Caitlin (Caiti) Hippler to be our 

new Finance Director.  She has recently completed her 

Master of Public Administration at the University of Ne-

vada, Las Vegas.  She most recently worked as Director 

of Academic Operations at Nevada State College near 

Las Vegas.   

CITY FINANCES 

VENETAWORKS 



 The Public Works Department has, as usual, kept the 

City running smoothly and looking great without much of 

the fanfare they deserve.   

 This year we completed upgrades to the decking at 

the pool. However, because of the COVID-19 Virus, we 

were sad to not be able to open the pool.  We also had a 

grand opening of the new and improved City Park.  The 

park was enlarged, with a new stage, new playground 

equipment, and new paths for walking.  The Public Works 

Department was also instrumental in Veneta adding a 

new parking lot for Broadway shopping and dining at 4th 

and Broadway.  This year because of the COVID-19 Virus, 

big changes were made to the annual Christmas Parade.  

 The City along with the Veneta-Fern Ridge Chamber 

of Commerce presented “Lights on Broadway”, a reverse 

parade where the floats and displays were fixed and the 

cars drove by for all to enjoy. Santa and his helpers were 

at the Veneta Elementary School to wave to the children 

who were cuddled up nice and warm in their family’s car.  

It has been estimated that in excess of 1,200 carloads of 

happy families drove by. Thanks to the hard work of the 

Public Works Department, Lane County Sheriff’s Office, 

and others, it went off without a hitch and was enjoyed 

by all.  

 My hat’s off to the Sergeant and Deputies that work in 

Veneta under contract from the Lane County Sheriff’s 

Office. They have worked very hard under diffi-

cult circumstances to keep us all safe and secure 

as we stayed close to home this year. Many of 

them had to work long hours on the front lines 

of the fires around the state and helped to save 

lives. After serving our community for about 4 

years, Sgt. Sieczkowski was tapped to lead a new 

McKenzie River post because of his leadership during the 

fires. We welcomed Sgt. Ware, who has roots in the com-

munity going back to when his father patrolled the Ve-

neta area for the Sherriff’s Office. Also, I would be remiss 

if I didn’t take a minute to express the thanks from the 

whole community for all of the good work the Lane Fire 

Authority does on a daily basis to save lives and keep us 

safe.  They, along with the Lane County Sher-

iff’s Deputies have a thankless job, and we do 

appreciate it.  They run to trouble when we 

run away.  They are all heroes. 

 The ity has agreed to provide funds in 

2021 to help the Fern Ridge School District 

add the position of School Resource Deputy.  

There are many things that this will provide to the citi-

zens of Veneta, most importantly, helping to keep our 

children safer.  The program is scheduled to begin next 

year depending on whether the schools can reopen to 

student attended learning.   

 Due to the COVID-19 restrictions, most of 

the normal city events had to be canceled for 

this year.  Although we did, as mentioned pre-

viously, have a modified Christmas Parade, 

and we participated in a drive-by Easter 

event.  I, along with City Administrator Matt 

Michel and the City Staff, handed out Easter 

goodies to the children as their parents slowly 

drove up.  We are so hopeful that next year 

we can go back to our full slate of events for 

our residents.   

PUBLIC WORKS 

PUBLIC SAFETY 

EVENTS 

LOOKING BACK - A Review of 2020 Continued... 
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LOOKING FORWARD - VISIONS & GOALS FOR 2021 

Personal Appreciation 

 As I look forward, my biggest wish is for us to all overcome the COVID-19 Virus and get back to lives we all miss.  

I don’t know about you, but I could sure use a big hug! I am proud of how our community has responded to keep 

each other safe and to mitigate the spread of the virus locally and limit the sickness as much as possible.   

 

Some of the things I see the City working on in 2021 to hopefully make your lives better are:  

 Free WiFi internet at City Park and the Administrative Center parking lot to help those kids and adults 

who need internet access for school or work. 

 A new park trails study to develop a vision for connecting our parks and providing paths to enjoy living in 

our city. 

 Continued progress on designing a new pathway connecting Veneta and Elmira so our school children 

can navigate between the two cities, to go to and from school.  

 The continued progress towards expanding Highway 126 to 4 lanes between Eugene and Veneta to help 

with growth and to help make the highway safer for travelers.   

 A new 5-year Economic Development Plan that includes a commitment to try to eliminate the road 

blocks to providing a Fiber network to residents.  

 I think we are very close to a group of entrepreneurs opening a brewery right here in downtown  

 Veneta. 

Yes, 2020 was tough.  However, as we turn the calendar 

to a new year, my heart is full of faith, love and inspira-

tion.  My mind is full of hope and expectations. It is with 

great pride that I hereby declare:  The State of the City 

of Veneta continues to be Excellent! 

On November 4th you showed your confidence in me, 

and your appreciation for the work our city has ac-

complished this past few years, by voting overwhelm-

ingly to reelect me, to continue to represent you for 

another four years as your Mayor.  I would like to ex-

press my heartfelt thanks to you.  I am humbled.  My 

pledge to you, is to do the best I can, every day of 

those four years, to ensure city government does eve-

rything within its power to address your needs and 

keep you and your families safe.     

State of the City 


